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PLATFORM 



of the Socialist Labor Party of North America, 



Labor being the self-evident creator of all wealth and civilization, it is but 
i| equitable that those who perform all labor and thus create all wealth should enjoy' 
I iht product of their toil. M 

I But this is rendered impossible by the modern system of production which, 
yjjj <iincc tlic discovery of steam-power and since the gclviraj introduction of ma 
IS chines, is in all branches of industry carried on with suth gigantic means and np- 

II dianccs as but a few arc able to possess. 



The present industrial systc 



rn is 



co operative m * 



tespfCt only, which is: 



That not, as in former times, the individual works alone and for his* own account, 
but dozens, hundreds and thousands of men work together in shopw, in mines, on 
4 huge farms and lauds/co.ojHrrating according to the most efficient division of 
'; labor, while the fruits of this co-operative labor are not neaped by tlic workers 
. thcm^filvH, but are in a great measure appropriated by the owner* of the means 
< of production/ 

j i Thursyttem, by gradually extinguishing the middle class of people, .necessarily 
nrparutr^^ivirjiy into two classes, the rlass of the wage*workers, and that of th<S 
capitalists.- - 



This system causes: 

The pliinlessness and reckless rate of production. 
The Waste of human and natural forces. 
The commercial* and industrial crisis. 

The constant uncertainty of the material existence of the wage-worker**. 
The misery of the laboring masses. 
The accumulation of wealth in the hands of a few. 

These conditions. which under the present industrial system cannot but become 
morej and more aggravated, are inconsistent with the interests of mankind, and 
with jthc principles of justice and true democracy, as they destroy those rights 
which the Declaration of Independence <|fdhc United State* holds to be inalienable 
Siin all men; lire right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. > 

These conditions shorten and imperil life by want and misery. They destroy 
liberty becauie the economical subjection of the wage-workers to the owners of 
the means of {production leads immediately to their political dependence upon 
the same sources, and finally frustrate the pursuit of happiness, which is never 
possible when life and personal liberty are constantly endangered. 
•In ord^r therefore to abolish these humiliating conditions, we strive to introduce 
| the perfect syjstem of co-operative production— that is, we demand that the workers 
obtain the undivided product of their toil. Jr ; 

This system, however, carries within itself the germs of a new organization of 
8 humanity in Jthc modern industrial States, both economically and morally, j j 

By the evolution of this system to the last stage, the: proletarianized masses of 
^workers will jfinally hftve opposed to them comparatively few Industrial despots,, 
Ahd^Jby reasOh of the unbearable uncertainty of living conditions, the foraierjwill 
m comnelleict to abolish the warn sfvstem and establish! the co-boerative societiv. K 

hip 



w^r^-v; ~. ^...-.y v - - t, — ? ( --- 

compelled to abolish the wage system and establish ilhe co-operative sociel 
I ; jThe^oasisj lof co-operative society stipulates the substitution of public owne; 
'^^fepriVate ownership of land, instruments <6f labofc (machines^ factories,.' ttc\)L and 
|^p^h it ca : otierative production and guarantee of a shate in the product in accord- 
^«,with s thfe service rendered by the individual to society, .-v., j p , v L 

^e Socijuist Labor Party bases its name, 4< Labor Ifarty," upqrt the-ac|cri6wl* 



pipent oW the oppression of the class of wage -workers 



■ ' 



-1 



?y the ciais of capitalists,* 



' ., DEMANDS. 

UV consider it the first duty of the Government and Legislatures to change the 
nicsent economical conditions into a co-operative system of- society, by proper 
legislation, and, thus avoid a conflict between the possessors and the non-posses 
sore,- For that purpose we strive for the acquisition of political power with all ap- 
propriate means, f . : 1 

SOCIAL DKMANDS. j ! 

y Reduction of the hours of labor in proportion to the progress of production 
«l*b lishmcnt by Act of Congress of a legal workday of not biore than ei E ht hour! 
laWrs" workers and corresponding . provisions' for all agricultural 

rJ \ ThC Unit J cd ^ tat l cs * lia " *b*«M possession of the raiiroak canals, Idcirranbs 
telephones, and all otKcr mczm of puUic transportation. 1 

tnI; i ,J 1 h . C H 1U i liC » pah,icSl0 ° btain P°^ ion ot ,]lC l<*al rajlwads. of ferries, ana 
tOMpply the light la sticcis and public phucs ' 

"< 4« -hich have ,u- 

7.. Auction of pt.H.c woks in ii mes 0 f economical dcpnUn ! 
S.. The Umlcd State* .o have jhc exclusive right to Issue hto^y ' ! 

ex«; p r° ereSSiVe inC ° mC ami lM °° ^ntMc^. butLaU*, incomes ,o be 

ibk to all by public a.«Ut«« ( uSfr & ra U,,< > BS : a* 1 , «° ** n"de accelv 
.traction to \L und« the dSSSLVfTh e SS,2f$'i* ,lh 5' ^ e,c "> ^ ■ « ■ • 
uniform plm. lhe bmlcd Slatt ? and i 10 be organic on a 

* ri#ofS±^- PaUper ' ««!*■«* and temperepce laws. Unabridged 

f^^li^^ li0n ^ Ufe limb, rt w^Wng people, and *n efficient 
■ ■ ' . IJ. Uniform national marriaee law J < T^LS,! Li ' H . 
< MU.un.vpon providing lor 0,1 cW the cnK> ^ mutuaJ coo- 



POLITICAL DEMANDS. ' 
^Jfi^fiZ^^' 1 ^ - '° vote .upon 

.V Municipal sclf-gtjvefwmcrtl, 

4. Direct vote and secret ballots in all elections. L'ntfcrwl and equal richt of 
suffrage without regan! to color, creed; or sex. Election days to be legal iXiy, 
1 he principle of minority reprcscntaticjri to be introduced. S 

-lil^SSliiS} . !egiS ' 3liVe b '"" ,N m to and subject to 

! Jminis, " Uon dfjuuice ^ 

7 Separation of all public a Hairs from religion; chnrch property to be subicct 



kKSOLUTlON. | 

. Whereas, the Socialist Labor Party n| the United States , s so far chiefly a' 
propagandists party; • ■ 3 

Whereas, it is *fl>od means of agitation to participate in municipal, county, 
estate and congress election; therefore, ( . 

AVr<?/W, recommend to the members wherever one or more labor parties 
arc in the held", to support that party which is the most progressive; that is,' the' 
platform and principle of which come nearest to ours, .and at least recognize the 
Conflict between the class of capitalists and the class ! of laborers; but members 
shall not be permitted to participate in the founding of new parties, when there is 
no well-founded reason to believe that the same shall fully recognize our prin- 

With regard to the practical application of these tactics, be it provided, ihat if 
a decision has been made by the local Section or District Organization in the- pre- 
mises, it shall be binding upon the members; and no member shall take part in 
such political movement if the Section or, District has decided against it. ' , 



*coTsrsTiTUTioisr*- 



of th>; 



SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY. 



I. MANAGEMENT. 

The affairs of the Party arc conducted by the National E*ecutive Committee 
the National Board of Supervision, tic local Sections, the National Conventions 
and by the genera! vote 



II. CONVENTIONS. 



I HI- NAIlU.WAi, i/UNVKMInf. j 

I National Conventions of the Party, shall chkc pbec acUrding to the need. 
r>[ the Limes. 1 he Nwiu„«1 F.accijiw OnMutuv i, nb H^ to have a general 
vote taken every year before April 15th, in ord<i, to a* ertJE whetha w>Jl where 
- .a National Convention is to lake place: a general vote shall alio be taken if 
thfee Sec ions in thrc< difTcrcnt States shall demand ' it. Ten Sections in ! five 
different States may call a National Convention. ! | 

tinn /r SC - Cti ° n ^ cl T. K i nK t0 lhc rart >' for lhrc * mooLhft prior to the' Na- 
Uona Convention, and which has fulfilled all i& obllfntfoiS/fc entitled to 3«n- 

■SS«Su2? .1 ^°"V>ev<Ke. Proxy dcfcprteJ must receive the* 
credentials- from the Sections they represent. ' f M 

nfnr Iff ^ ation ? 5 Con Jcnlion frames the National tplatfoL, decides the form 

Thl K Th ' CCXP€OSe ° f the f dcle 8 atcs Wifl be borne by the siLns seining them 
The business expenses of the National Convention will belaid by it Party 

| yo^ • ^ thC COmcntW f« submitted to thtj sections for general 

> m - 'national executive committee. 

Ciiw TK C ^ al e° na ? Ex ? cutiv * c Committee; consists i or selU members to 
te^^K^™ ° lhC whe " t} l e ^mmittee is located From «~ ' 



';!,.■ 



i 



The National Executive has for its .ffltv. 
* Lnr? H V K 0Ut lhc , rcsolutions of lhc Mortal Convention and these 

" " thC *" 

T< >. conduct and manage the agitation throughout the country. 
<*• To represent the Party internally and publicly. * » 

r. To establish prnper relations and communication v feh the Socialist 
t arttes of other countries. i t ■ 

f. To make all necessary preparations for the National Convention, and 

make a hill report to the same on all Party matter*. 
C, To issue semi-annually a rep>rt to the Party, stating definitely the con- 
. d,tion of every Section and of the Party's f, nances. This rcW xhall 
pe revised by a Committee of three, elected by the local Scctjon, 
. The National Executive Committee has the right; 

fc. Jin cases of urgent necessity to make suitable propositions which 1 shall 
became binding if endorsed by a general vote, or the Tarty within two 
liioifth* aftur i&aac of the mil ) 

To representation iji the National' Convention bv one of its members 
[whd shall have no vote, hut a mere advisory voice in the proceedings' 

and shall bear no other credentials. 

I ho National Executive Committee decides its own order of business. 
ft I he Executive Committee may compensate its officers, according Wthc 
labors performed Vjy them, from the treasury of the Tarty 



IV, 



BOA R D 



OF SUPERVISION. 



. The Board of Supervision shall be composed of seven members. j 
■ Tiic duties of this Board snail be; " , j * 

*»• r ° ^atch over the actions of tty National Executive Committee. ] , • ' 
b. To settle all difficulties in the Party, involving; questions of principle;; 
within four weeks after receiving the necessary evidence; the decisions 
to be at once communicated to the National Executive Committee; and 
to decide in cases of expulsion on appeal. j ' ! . f "' /■ 

c ' The Board of Supervision can, -when' necessary, suspend any Boards. 
Executive Committees, Party officers or .members. : From all decisions, 
of the Board of Supervision appeal ma,y be taken to the general vote.; 
Tbe Bt ard must submit to the members any appeal two wceJ^s ^fter 
\ "appeal was placed into its hands, and the Sections must report .tWrV- 
^suh of heir vote to the Board of Supervision within four, weeks; 1 Within | 
two ad iitional weeks the Board of Supervision must publish the restfttj | j 
d. The Board of Supervision may send alt 6f its members as a delegate to 
the Nationa"! Convention, under the same conditions as the delegate of, 
.-. tJje Najtional Executive Committee. (See HI., 5, b) \ • : f |- ! . 
<. "^Ipe Secretary of trie JBoard of Supervision shall render a full report of the/ 
*' (ransadtions of that B0V4 during its term, to the National Convention. ; 
fl The Biarji shall declare vacant the seat of any of itsj members *f or ah- 
seice from three consecutive meetings without sufficient -excuse, and is 
j abihonzed to order the Section pi its 'locality to fill, the vacancy,^ elec- 



r< a. 



• b. 



v. sections. ; ' : | 

A number of persons may form a Section, proving they acknowledge 
the Platform, Constitution and Resolutions ' of Ihe Party and belong 
to no other political partv, unless the platform and principles of such 
party recogn^e the contest between Labor and Capital as a class con- 

Thcy shall demand admission to the Party by sending a list of members 
and dues for the current month to the Nation*] Executive Committee. 
• c Each Section shall send each month a report of its numerical and finan- 
cial condition, also its progress and prospects, to the National Executive 
. ■ Commit tee 1 . , 

2 Only one Section of one nationality shall b^ established in each city or 
town; but it is left to the decision of the National Executive Committee to per- 
mit two or more sections if required, in consequence of geographical circum- 
stances Branches shall Ik- formed bv the Section whenever necessary.. Ext«- 
inr/labor orpanfzalions (Trades Union*. &c.) may be united with the party- -as 
branches those branches shall be designated numerically in the order of their 
organisation h, the town or city." These branches shall be permitted to transact 
•business of a local character, but itil matters o( * v^cra! nature shall be settled 
f>y the Central Committee, in which all branches shall proportionate ty i*prr 
■ wntcd . i i . 

3. Sections shall hare jpi i#*lh ti<>n <»vei their qwn members. 

4. No Branch or District organization shall couJiCl bustle*-* i4 *n invpmUtH 
local character, independently of the Section. I 

5. Should a protest be entered against the aflmlssioo to a Section, of anv 
.person making application, a two-thirds vole of all present in tht regular busi- 
ness meeting will be necessary to admit him 

6. A majority of two-thirds of votes ftt jtbc ( business meeting shall be suf- 
ficient to expel any member. \ j * * J j J | <, y 

7. Each Section or HranchVhall hold anj agitation meeting at least once every 
two weets, and a regular business meeting at least johce.a month 

8. Three-fourths of the members of a Section rnust be wage-workers. This 
restriction shall not,' however, apply to agriculturists (farmers). 

j 6. The names of all persons applying for nd mission to the Party \ pitas be 
voted upon in a regular business meeting of the Section or Branch, j 

"10, Sections must have a quorum at business meetings; this, quorum to be 
determined by cach k section. : s * ! 

~ * ■ i , CENTRAL COMMITTEE, hi, 

$,' In every tfity where two of more Branches exist, all local business of the 
Section and dealings witn the Party- authorities "ft nil be earned on by-a Central 
Committee. 

2., The Central \ Committee wll ( be composed -of delegates elected by the 
Branches, the basis of representation determined by the Branches collectively 

The Central Committee shall have ppwer to assess ithe local membership in 
a sum not exceeding two and one-half cents per member' per month, for funds 
necessary for local purposes, HTiis assessment to be deducted, from the regular 

/'Anes'. • ; I'S It' I* • | '- ! j - j f I i \ 1 . . ' . ~:- t < 

•4, The Treasurer of each Branch will; report hifiopthly to the Central 'Com-' 
mittee in writing, concerning the financial standing: of his Branch, and will pay- 

. to the Financial Secretary of tjhe Section jthe dujsjol each member ten (10) cents 1 
to the Kational. Executive Committee, and also all dues' and assessments belong-: 
ing to .the local Central Coniniittee,' All other m^>ney of the Branch shall bejhddl 
br itsfTreasurcT^ 'subject to'thejorjier of the.Banch Which -will be 'self-support^' 



inland con.i.ct its own ajlairs. subject ,o the ge^l r^uUtU of , he W 

of all local Branches shall be taken for tK V * ^neral vote 

disputed action of the Ge„l£l cZiZit P ^ °* re J« eti «* ^ 

ipss of the Central 'co^i, ™ 7* ^ ^Li ■ 2 * t,e . nd ( S li ^ 
-ion. t T„cv arc full n,embc,s of "cj^^^ ,hc ^ sti <"- 

fieis m^i- l i^ t ;;r lhc Hfaftch - ^ bc 

t ? V Ccn ra , 1 L0minittcc . ^ E must execute their orders until 
countermanded by a general vote of the Section. < 

dues.;' 

1. The SL-aions levy upnn each of their nfemfosrs a monthly tax of ten cents 

be ^rn-onT 01 f t0 Committee. For local purpJeV 

the Sections may levy an additional tax according to their needs. ■ * • 

2 The dues shall be receipted for by staips, winch shall be furnished by the ^ 
National Executive Commutee to the Sections, and shall 'be given only as re- i 
ceipts for monthly dues by the Sections to their members. f i 
ca£ge Vety mm shaM bc P rovided with a copy of the Constitution free of j 
SECTION REGULATION'S. ' ' *'!(.' 4 
. X * Action elects from among its members an Organizer and such addi- 
^onal officers as « deems proper. The Organizer shall conduct the correspon- ' 
dence with the Executive, and he* shall send an official report once every month.! 
to the National Executive Committee; he shall send five cents of the monthly r i 
dues of each member to the Executive; he conducts the local organization ■ j 
2 All Section officers will be elected for the term' of six months". j j . 1 \ 
3, Charges against members shall not be debated until the special committee ! 
to be ekcted for this pupc/se, has thoroughly investigated the case and Veported'i 
. to the Sectfon. All charges^have to be made in .writing, whereupon"' the com- i 
mittee has jto investigate the case and to hear the witnesses of both ! parties.* A ! 
verbaj process of each case^hafe to be drawn" up and to be laid befor^rie^f tbeJ 
next business mpfrinw ntrTi#» c*»*-*irtrv '-"TKu m;™^^ nr . «.=ti — _ ■ ' 



next business meetings of- tji 



2 section. \rThe mimates, as well as the pariers fcoa- 



cerning* he investigation, have. to be kept by thejSecretary, who has to inform 
the dsd-fiftAnrt, by letter, of the'decisiort taken by the Section. I 

4. At ever>- meeting- a. new Chairman sjiiali bo Elected who shall observe^ the 
visual parliamentary rules of order. . | ' ; 

5. ?. Members who have withheld 'paymdnL of their dues for more than three 
months shall be suspended from all rights until restored to good standing", 

6. Sick or unemployed members will tie excused from payment of dues. 

7. The result.of every election within the Section must "be communicated at 
once : td rh'c National Executive Committee. r ! 

8. Upon dissolution of any Scctfon. all its properly shall be turned over to 
the National Executive Committee. ' 

DISTRICT OKOA NIZATluW 

L All Sections located wit bin suitable ncijjhborh(jod shall form a District 
organization, 

2. It shall be the duty of the District orgnnizJUio-n W cafrv on the work oi 
agitation aijd organization within its province in a systematic manner (through a 
committee Uppointed for tin's purpose), and to cadcavejr to form new Sections at 
such places where no Sections of the Party exist. 

3. Each District organization shall hold a conference at least once every six 
months, Each District organization shall regularly repbrt to the Executive Corft- 
mittcc about the progress of its work and its prtitpcct*! 

genhral regulations. 

I. Anumlmtntt (0 *r alteration** °f Mis Constitution can be made by the Na- 
tional Conventions 01 by a general Party vote. A general Tarty vote may be 
called for cither by the National Executive Committee. National Hoard of Super- 
vision or three Sections; and any proposition in the interest of the Party made 
by cither of the aforesaid shall be laid before the Party for a general vote by the 
National Executive Committee. During the Wn\ four weeks after the call for a 
general vote, cAChW either of the aforesaid parties, boards or constituencies has 
the right to propose amendments to any propositions made in the proper way 
uforeaaid. Such amendment or mnoulnirnt'i to \>f accompinicd , v i t h the propo- 
sition to be voted upon by the Party. The iciuij to be communicated to the 
National Executive Committee witjiio eight weeks from the original call for vote. 

a, No perron shall br r!ifji|i]e a ramiMMe oflthis Party for any public office 
who liHS not been al least uuc yea! a member of lie VkUy in ^od suudinjf, and 
has Identified himself with the movement by active participation. This rule may 
be j suspended in cases of necessity by the Hoard of Supervision and National 
Executive Committee on application of any) Section. 

3. All committees and olhccrs in the Parly shall be elected by a majority vote. 
, 4. All officers, boards, or committees in the Paitv shall be subject to dismissal 
by a general vote of thcir\ constituents. -Ahy member expelled shall have the 
right to appeal to the Board of Supervision^ j' 

5* 'All members (shall bj eligible to any bfTicfcjor tuition in the Party. 

6, All members acknowledging the PlatfoNi and Constitution take upon 
themselves the obligation to assist each other ui the extent of thciV aljility in caie 
of need, - : * j Ml 

7. The National Executive Committee is dirjeted (in order to bring about' a 
uniform system of transiting business) to hat* prq$4t financial W>ks made to 
be furnished to the Sections at c6st price. j I 

8* The National Executive Committee shall immediately after the expulsion 
of any member publish the name of the expelled ih the Party orjjan!, and in its 
semi-annual reports give a list of the names sd published. i; 

j "9I All former provisions conflicting with thfse resolutions are rescinded. ; i 
10. This Constitution and all {resolutions herewith adopted shall' take effect 
on January I, ii?83.' ; 
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